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THE  BRITISH-POLISH  FRIENDSHIP  SOCIETY 


THIS  Annual  Report  deals  with  the  work  of  the  British-Polish 
Friendship  Society  from  March  1952  to  March  1953 — a  year 
of  growing  activity,  but  also  of  growing  responsibilities.  Of  the 
responsibilities  which  face  the  Society  in  the  present  world 
situation  there  can  be  no  doubt.  On  the  one  hand,  the  clamour  about 
international  misunderstanding  has  increased  in  volume  and  un¬ 
scrupulousness.  On  the  other,  ordinary  people,  to  whom  peace  is 
life  itself,  have  become  more  and  more  suspicious  of  this  clamour; 
week  by  week,  more  people  are  seeking  the  truth  about  those  countries 
which  are  alleged  to  be  threatening  them. 

Nor  is  the  conflict  confined  to  words.  The  plans  to  re-arm  the  West 
German  Nazis  are  pushed  ahead;  but  opposition  to  these  plans  becomes 
increasingly  active.  The  embargoes  on  East-West  trade  become  more 
stringent;  but  British  workers  on  short  time,  to  whom  this  is  a  bread- 
and-butter  question,  are  passing  from  private  grumbles  to  organised 
demands. 

In  all  of  this,  the  question  of  British-Polish  relations  is  bound  to 
be  a  key  issue.  Poland  is  the  biggest  of  the  East  European  countries, 
and  the  nearest  to  us  both  geographically  and  by  historical  association. 
Thirteen  years  ago  we  declared  war  on  the  Nazis  as  they  smashed  their 
way  into  Polish  territory.  To-day,  released  from  the  gaols  into  which 
their  crimes  had  brought  them,  they  openly  proclaim  their  intention 
of  doing  the  same  again.  History  repeats  itself,  but  with  a  tragic 
difference;  this  time  it  is  intended  that  we  should  be  dragged  to  ruin 
behind  them  instead  of  taking  our  stand  against  them. 

We  sincerely  believe,  therefore,  that  our  Society,  in  helping  to  make 
the  truth  about  People’s  Poland  known  in  this  country,  is  not  merely 
serving  an  educational  purpose — it  is  making  a  real  contribution  to 
the  peace  of  the  world  and  to  the  interests  of  the  British  people. 

For  the  people  of  Poland,  the  highlights  of  the  past  year  have  been 
the  nation-wide  discussion,  and  finally  the  adoption,  of  the  new 
Constitution;  the  holding  of  a  General  Election  under  the  new  Electoral 
Law;  and  the  abolition  of  the  last  of  the  food  rationing  system — in 
itself  a  reflection  of  the  successes  achieved  in  the  second  year  of  the 
Six-Year  Plan.  To  speak  of  “highlights”  is  perhaps  misleading,  because 
the  characteristic  feature  of  Polish  life  to-day  is  the  continuous, 
day-by-day  development,  on  an  unprecedented  scale,  of  the  economic 
and  cultural  life  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Any  one  achievement  of 
the  year,  taken  alone,  could  be  called  a  “highlight” — the  rapid  strides 
made  with  the  building  of  the  Socialist  steel  town  of  Nowa  Huta; 
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the  completion  of  Warsaw’s  magnificent  Constitution  Square  and  the 
surrounding  blocks  of  the  Marszalkowska  Housing  Project;  the  first 
steps  in  the  building  of  the  Palace  of  Culture  and  Science,  the 
U.S.S.R.’s  gift  to  the  Polish  capital,  which  will  crown  Warsaw’s  skyline 
in  a  couple  of  years’  time;  the  new  schools,  the  new  factories,  the 
new  roads — each  a  veritable  landmark,  but  making  together  a  broad 
stream  of  uninterrupted  advance  of  which  the  Polish  people  have 
every  right  to  be  proud. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  all  this 
(as  over  70  British  delegates  have 
during  the  past  12  months)  is 
always  struck  by  the  same 
thought:  “With  the  help  of 
British  machines,  British  hand 
tools,  British  vehicles,  this  pro¬ 
gress  could  be  even  more  rapid; 
with  Polish  food  and  timber,  we 
could  eat  better  and  live  better; 
and  yet  British  factories  are 
laying  off  workers  for  lack  of 
orders,  while  we  go  without  the 
eggs,  the  bacon,  the  building 
supplies  we  so  desperately  need.” 
This  underlines  sharply  the 
point  I  have  already  made;  that 
British-Polish  friendship  is  in 
Britain’s  vital  interest.  It  is,  in 
fact,  even  more  vital  to  us  than 
to  Poland,  for  while  Poland 
grows  steadily  less  dependent  on 
foreign  supplies,  Britain’s  need 
for  foreign  orders,  and  her  need  for  non-dollar  imports,  grows  daily 
more  urgent.  It  has  long  been  public  knowledge  why,  and  on  whose 
insistence,  such  trade  is  restricted;  and  the  British-Polish  Friendship 
Society  stands  firmly  by  the  view  that  it  should  be  for  Britain  and 
Britain  alone  to  decide  with  whom  she  shall  trade. 

It  is  significant  that  ever  wider  circles  of  the  British  people  are 
becoming  aware  of  the  urgent  need  to  expand  East- West  trade. 
Particularly  important  was  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  T.U.C.  at 
Margate,  declaring: 

“Congress  believes  that,  in  particular,  extensive  trading  relations 
with  China,  the  U.S.S.R.  and  other  Eastern  countries  would  make  a 
substantial  contribution  towards  improving  the  present  international 
situation  which  is  causing  grave  concern  to  the  peoples  of  all  countries. 
Congress  therefore  calls  upon  governments,  regardless  of  their  political 
systems,  to  act  together  without  further  delay  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  extending  trade  and  removing  artificial  barriers.” 
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And  the  resolution  accepted  by  both  leaders  and  delegates  at  the 
Labour  Party’s  Morecambe  Conference: 

“In  particular,  the  Conference  urges  promotion  and  expansion  of 
East-West  trade  .  . 

This,  therefore,  has  become  the  official  policy  of  the  Labour  Party, 
and  is  supported  by  all  the  serious-minded  rank  and  file  members  of 
the  movement.  And  we  are  proud  to  say  that  it  has  always  been  our 
Society’s  declared  attitude,  to  which  we  have  given  practical  expression 
in  our  week-by-week  activities. 


DELEGATIONS  TO  POLAND 

YA/E  are  convinced  that  no  greater  single  contribution  has  been 
*  *  made  to  the  cause  of  British-Polish  friendship  than  the  organising 
of  British  delegations,  chosen  by  their  fellow-workers,  to  go  to  Poland 
and  see  for  themselves  and  then  to  come  back  and  report  honestly  on 
what  they  have  seen.  The  Polish  hosts — trade  union,  cultural,  and 
co-operative  organisations — have  made  it  quite  clear  that  they  take 
the  same  view;  as  British  delegates  readily  testify,  their  hosts  have 
always  been  anxious  to  find  out  just  what  the  delegates  wanted  to  see, 
to  arrange  for  them  to  see  it,  and  to  answer  their  questions  exhaustively. 
They  were  given  only  one  request:  “When  you  get  back,  say  exactly 
what  you  saw.”  Such  is  the  Polish  people’s  faith  in  themselves  and 
in  what  they  are  building. 

In  1952,  the  Society  took  part  in  the  organising  of  four  British 
delegations  to  Poland,  totalling  62  people;  a  May  Day,  a  Peace  and 
Cultural,  a  Co-operative,  and  a  Trade  Union  delegation.  In  addition, 
our  President,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Silkin,  P.C.,  was  the  guest  of  our 
Polish  friends  during  the  spring,  renewing  the  acquaintance  with  that 
country  which  he  had  made  during  his  visit  in  1947  as  Minister  of 
Town  and  Country  Planning. 

Two  other  British  delegations  visited  Poland  in  1952 — a  Youth 
Delegation  and  an  Architects’  Delegation.  These  were  invited  through 
other  channels,  and  our  Society  was  not  involved  in  organising  them; 
but  since  their  return,  members  of  both  delegations  have  enthusiastically 
co-operated  in  the  Society’s  work  and  have  spoken  at  Society  meetings. 

The  Trade  Union  Delegation 

This,  the  largest  of  our  four  delegations,  consisted  of  42  members, 
all  elected  by  their  fellow  trade  unionists  at  various  levels — by  national 
executives,  areas,  districts,  branches  and  shop  stewards’  committees. 
Seven  of  the  delegates  were  miners,  seven  building  workers,  five 
foundry  workers,  three  teachers,  four  shipyard  workers,  three  port 
workers,  seven  engineers  (including  one  apprentice),  three  vehicle 
builders  and  three  textile  workers.  In  each  case,  the  invitation  came 
from  the  corresponding  Polish  trade  union. 
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The  delegation  arrived  in  Poland  early  in  July,  and  their  visit 
culminated  with  their  participation  in  the  colourful  National  Liberation 
Day  celebrations  in  Warsaw  on  22nd  July.  Apart  from  Warsaw, 
delegates  visited  Wroclaw, 

Katowice,  Cracow,  Zakopane, 

Lodz  and  Gdynia — mostly  as  a 
complete  delegation,  but  some¬ 
times  in  specialised  groups;  for 
example,  the  textile  workers 
made  a  separate  visit  to  Lodz 
and  the  port  and  dock  workers  to 
Gdynia;  the  mining  delegates 
visited  a  colliery;  the  teachers 
visited  a  number  of  schools  and 
had  interviews  with  educational 
authorities,  and  so  on.  “Our 
Polish  hosts,”  the  delegates 
declared  in  their  unanimous 
Joint  Statement  issued  at  the  end 
of  the  visit,  “emphasised  that  the 
programme  they  had  drawn  up 
for  us  was  a  purely  provisional 
one,  and  that  we  were  free  to 
alter  or  amplify  it  as  we  wished. 

We  did  in  fact  suggest  alterations, 
and  these  were  willingly  made. 

We  are  unanimously  agreed  that 
at  no  time  was  any  obstacle  put  in  our  way  to  prevent  us  from  seeing 
what  we  wanted  to  see.” 

This  Joint  Statement,  together  with  individual  contributions  from 
the  various  industrial  and  professional  groups,  was  published  as  a 
printed  illustrated  report  under  the  title  Polish  Journey .  This  ninepenny 
booklet,  we  feel,  is  even  more  useful  and  informative  than  last  year’s 
Eyewitness.  In  addition  to  the  delegation’s  own  findings,  it  contains 
verbatim  reports  of  question-and-answer  sessions  the  delegation  had 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Polish  Central  Council  of  Trade  Unions  and 
other  personalities.  Of  particular  interest  is  the  detailed  information  on 
the  role  and  structure  of  the  Polish  trade  unions,  illustrated  by  a 
two-colour  chart;  Polish  Journey  can  claim  to  be  the  first  publication 
in  English  to  give  this  information  in  a  handy  but  authoritative  form 
about  any  of  the  People’s  Democracies  at  their  present  stage  of  develop¬ 
ment,  and  can  therefore  also  claim  to  be  a  major  contribution  to  the 
basic  literature  available  to  the  Labour  movement  and  to  serious 
students  of  world  affairs. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  exactly  how  many  people  have  heard  direct 
from  these  42  delegates  of  their  experiences  in  Poland ;  some  delegates 
have  spoken  to  so  many  that  they  admit  they  have  lost  count.  We  can 
definitely  record,  however,  that  by  January  they  had  spoken  to  at  least 
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280  audiences,  varying  from  house  meetings  of  half-a-dozen  people 
to  public  meetings  of  several  hundred;  and  that  as  we  went  to  press 
they  had  dozens  more  meetings  booked,  with  requests  still  coming  in. 

One  engineer  delegate,  who  has  done  a  great  deal  of  speaking  since 
his  return,  said  at  a  recent  meeting:  “When  you  read  in  the  capitalist 
press  stories  of  what  is  happening  in  Poland,  ask  yourselves  whether 
the  capitalist  press  is  telling  the  truth,  or  members  of  your  own  class 
who  have  been  to  see  with  their  own  eyes.  Sort  it  out  for  yourselves.” 
The  seriousness  with  which  delegates  have  been  listened  to,  and  the 
searching  questions  put  to  them,  suggest  that  their  audiences  have 
been  doing  just  that. 

The  May  Day  Delegation 

This  smaller  delegation  also  consisted  of  trade  unionists — three  from 
London,  one  from  Coventry  and  one  from  Chester.  All  five  were 
elected  by  their  fellow- workers  at  factory  level.  At  one  of  these  factories, 
interest  was  so  great  that  they  asked  if  they  could  send  two  delegates 
instead  of  one.  There  was  not  time  to  arrange  this,  but  an  even  better 
solution  was  arrived  at — a  second  delegate  from  the  same  factory  was 
invited  to  join  the  July  trade  union  delegation.  He  was  able  to  report 
the  completion  of  at  least  one  project  which  his  colleague  could  not 
believe  would  be  finished  before  1953! 

The  Peace  and  Cultural  Delegation 

This  delegation,  which  went  to  Poland  in  June,  comprised  10  members 
from  peace  and  cultural  organisations  and  from  our  own  Society. 
They,  too,  came  from  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  have  been  very 
active  on  behalf  of  British-Polish  friendship  since  their  return.  A 
noteworthy  point  was  that  four  of  them  were  women — a  fact  which  we 
welcomed,  because  there  are  too  few  women  delegates  available  to 
report  on  Poland  from  a  woman’s  point  of  view;  unfortunately  trade 
unionists  tend  to  elect  delegations  which,  while  admirably  broad  and 
varied  in  every  other  way,  are  exclusively  or  almost  exclusively  male. 

The  Co-operative  Delegation 

We  attach  particular  importance  to  this  visit  of  five  active  British 
co-operators — three  men  and  two  women — to  Poland  because  of  the 
widespread  confusion  which  exists  as  to  the  nature  and  function  of 
the  co-operative  movement  in  countries  such  as  Poland.  It  was  this 
confusion  which  made  possible  the  profoundly  regrettable  decision  to 
exclude  the  Polish  co-operatives  from  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance.  Members  of  this  delegation  have  aroused  great  interest  since 
their  return,  and  we  believe  their  visit  was  a  major  contribution  to 
international  understanding  in  the  co-operative  movement.  The 
delegation’s  printed  report.  The  Polish  Co-operative  Movement ,  was 
published  (price  6d.)  as  we  were  going  to  press.  In  its  particular  field, 
it  is  as  important  a  document  as  Polish  Journey ,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
widely  studied  in  the  British  movement. 
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PUBLIC  MEETINGS 


APART  from  meetings  at  the  Warsaw  Club,  and  in  Scotland  or  the 
-  provinces,  the  Society  held  a  number  of  public  events  in  London 
during  the  year.  The  anniversary  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto  Uprising  was 
commemorated  by  a  meeting  in  the  Beaver  Hall  in  April.  A  successful 
meeting  was  also  held  in  September,  at  which  representatives  of  all 
four  of  the  year’s  delegations  to  Poland  reported  on  what  they  had  seen. 

The  Biitish-Polish  Friendship  Fortnight  in  May,  while  it  helped 
to  make  our  Society  more  widely  known  in  London,  and  in  particular 
introduced  two  new  Polish  feature  films  and  a  number  of  shorts  to 
the  British  public,  had  some  weaknesses;  it  was  planned  on  too  big  a 
scale,  with  too  many  major  events  in  too  short  a  time.  More  active 
help  from  wider  sections  of  our  membership  would  have  helped  to 
secure  larger  audiences.  None  the  less,  many  useful  lessons  were  learned. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1953,  we  have  successfully  developed  our 
work  in  London  apart  from  our  Warsaw  Club  activities  by  holding 
small  but  carefully  planned  public  meetings,  at  which  recent  delegates 
to  Poland  are  the  principal  speakers,  in  Outer  London  areas. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  such  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Hammersmith  and  Shoreditch  Small  Town  Halls;  by  the  time  of 
our  A.G.M.,  others  will  have  been  held  in  Willesden  and  Clapham. 

LECTURES 

(a)  Lectures  at  the  Warsaw  Club 

We  have  continued  to  hold  a  lecture,  film  show,  or  brains  trust  in  the 
Warsaw  Club  every  Friday  evening,  and  many  people  have  become 
interested  for  the  first  time  in  the  Society’s  activities  through  attending 
one  of  these  events.  The  following  were  the  lectures  given: 


“Aspects  of  Art  in  Poland  To-day”  ... 

“What  I  Saw  in  Poland”  . 

“Literary  Life  in  Poland”  . 

“The  Truth  about  Poland’s  Frontiers” 
“The  Truth  about  British-Polish  Trade” 
“The  Development  of  the  Documentary 

Film  in  Poland”  . 

Report  Back  of  May-Day  Delegates  . . . 

Delegates’  Report  Back . 


“With  the  Trade  Union  Delegation 
through  Poland”  ..;  . . 

“East- West  Trade”  . 

“Polish  Children  and  their  Toys” 

“The  Film  in  Poland  To-day”  ... 


Mrs.  Betty  Rea  and  Mr. 

Paul  Hogarth 
Mr.  J.  Crabb 
Mr.  Jack  Lindsay 
Mr.  Andrew  Rothstein 
Rev.  Stanley  Evans 

Mr.  Sid  Cole 

Mr.  W.  L.  Adams  and  Mr. 

Charles  Gardner 
Mrs.  Pritt,  Mrs.  Toms, 
Mrs.  Turner  and  Mr.  B. 
Churchman 

Mr.  W.  McLoughlin,  Mrs. 
Ann  Herbert  and  Mr. 
Stewart  Farrar 
Mr.  Gordon  Schaffer 
Mrs.  Norma  Turner 
Mr.  Stanley  Forman 
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“The  Face  of  Warsaw  To-day” 
“Poland  Elects  a  new  Parliament” 
Co-op  Delegates’  Report  Back  . . . 


“The  New  Constitution”  . 

Moniuszko  Lecture  (with  films) . 

Youth  Delegates’  Report  , . 

“Poland’s  Western  Territories” 
“Poland’s  Voice  at  the  Vienna  Congress” 
“The  Writer  in  Poland  To-day” 

“Trial  of  Strength” — Play  reading 
“Family  Law  in  People’s  Poland” 

“The  Ringelbloom  Archives” . 

“Role  and  Structure  of  the  Polish  Trade 
Unions” . 


Mr.  Graeme  Shankland 
Mr.  Leslie  Solley 
Mr.  Charles  Christmas,  J.P., 
Mrs.  Rosemary  Kerr  and 
Mr.  Gordon  Schaffer 
Mr.  David  Turner- Samuels 
Mr.  Humphrey  Searle 
Mr.  Sid  Kaufman  and 
Miss  Ruth  Gregory 
Mr.  Gordon  Schaffer 
Rev.  Stanley  Evans 
Mr.  Jack  Lindsay 
Read  by  Mr.  Oliver  Burt 
Mr.  Leslie  Solley 
Mr.  Alec  Wasserman 

Mr.  Stewart  Farrar 


About  once  a  month  the  Friday  lecture  has  been  organised  in 
co-operation  with  the  Polish  Cultural  Institute. 


( b )  Lectures  to  Other  Organisations 

The  great  majority  of  the  hundreds  of  lectures  and  reports  on  Poland 
given  to  other  organisations  during  the  year  have,  of  course,  arisen  out 
of  the  various  delegation  visits  to  Poland,  and  in  many  of  these  we  have 
been  involved  in  one  way  and  another,  by  providing  films,  information, 
literature  and  so  on.  It  is  difficult  to  draw  an  exact  line  between  lectures 
and  talks  organised  by  the  Society  and  those  organised  by  delegates ;  but 
the  following  are  meetings  for  which  we  supplied  speakers  as  a  result  of 
direct  requests  from  the  organisations  concerned : 


A.S.W.  (Paddington  and  Kensal  Rise) . 

A.S.W.  (Ruislip) . 

E.T.U.  (L.S.E.  No.  12  Balham)  (and  film  show) 
E.T.U.  (Hayes,  Middx.)  (and  film  show) 

Joint  Port  of  London  Shop  Stewards  (and  film 

show) . 

U.S.D.A.W.  (Luton)  (and  film  show) . 

Ceylon  Students  Association  (and  film  show)  . . . 

Lorrimore  Women’s  Co-op  Guild  . 

Docks  Discussion  Group  (and  film  show) 
Ex-Service  Movement  for  Peace  (Hackney) 

(and  film  show)  . 

Ex-Service  Movement  for  Peace  (Tottenham) 

(and  film  show)  . 

International  Friendship  League  (Upminster) 
North  Camberwell  Men’s  Co-op  Guild 
Wandsworth  Peace  Group  (and  film  show)  . . . 

Well  Hall  Men’s  Co-op  Guild . 

United  Nations  Association  (Guildford) 


Mr.  J.  W.  Harris 
Mr.  J.  Taylor 
Mr.  J.  W.  Harris 
Mr.  A.  J.  Taylor 

Mr.  J.  Howie 
Mrs.  Minna  Samuel 
Mr.  Alec  Wasserman 
Mr.  W.  L.  Adams 
Mrs.  Norma  Turner 

Mrs.  M.  Pritt 

Mr.  W.  L.  Adams 
Mr.  Leonard  Cassini 
Mr.  W.  L.  Adams 
Dr.  Janet  Posner 
Mr.  W.  L.  Adams 
Rev.  Stanley  Evans 
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FILM  SHOWS 


A  NUMBER  of  new  English  versions  of  Polish  films  have  become 
available,  and  many  of  the  old  favourites  continue  to  be  in  demand. 
The  following  were  shown  during  the  year: 

Full-length  Features 

The  Last  Stage 

That  Others  May  Live 

The  Treasure 

The  Devil’s  Pass 

Warsaw,  The  Undefeated  City 

The  First  Start 

Documentaries ,  etc. 

The  Broad  Highway 
Country  School 
Letter  from  a  Miner 
Green  Buds  of  Hope 
The  Wood  Carver 

Sport  in  Poland  To-day  (Spartakiada  1951) 

One  Among  Many 

Poland  of  To-day  (1952)  No.  1  (Newsreel) 

Poland  of  To-day  (1952)  No.  2  (Newsreel  with  Delegation) 

Peace  Will  Win 

Song  of  Work 

The  Sheep  Drive 

Bird  Island 

Paderewski  Piano  Recital 
Chopin  Mazurkas 
Chopin  Concert 
Dragon  of  Cracow 
Oberek 

Polish  Handicraft 
All  for  Sport 

Factory  Symphony  Concert  “Boijka” 

Special  mention  should  be  made  of  “The  Broad  Highway,”  the 
40-minute  film  of  the  making  of  Warsaw’s  East-West  Route,  which 
is  still  unfailingly  popular,  particularly  with  trade  union  branches. 

The  importance  of  the  film  medium  cannot  be  over-emphasised,  and 
recently  the  Executive  Committee  decided  to  launch  a  16  mm.  Projector 
Fund  for  the  purchase  of  our  own  sound  projector.  At  the  time  of 
writing  it  is  not  possible  to  say  how  successful  this  Fund  will  be,  but 
it  has  started  well,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  have  a 
projector  permanently  at  our  disposal. 

The  driving  force  behind  the  organising  of  lectures  and  meetings, 
both  in  the  Club  and  outside,  and  in  particular  behind  the  increasingly 
effective  use  of  films,  has  been  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  our 
Meetings  and  Films  Organiser. 
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SCOTLAND 


T^ERHAPS  the  most  substantial 
*  advance  the  Society  has  to 
record  during  1952  is  the  growth 
of  the  Scottish  Section,  under 
the  leadership  of  our  Scottish 
Organiser,  Mr.  Charles  Nixon, 
from  a  handful  of  members  to  a 
thriving  organisation  accounting 
for  about  a  fifth  of  our  total 
national  membership. 

Mr.  Nixon  became  Scottish 
Organiser  on  1st  January  1952, 
and  members  will  recall  that  by 
last  year’s  A.G.M.  he  already 
had  much  to  report.  Among  the 
events  which  he  and  his  Com¬ 
mittee  have  organised  since  then 
are  the  following: 

12 th  April — The  Society’s  Chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  Gordon  Schaffer, 
was  introduced  to  the 
Glasgow  Membership  and 
friends  at  a  meeting  and 
social  in  “The  Good  Companions”  Restaurant. 

28 th  April — Warsaw  Ghetto  Uprising  Commemoration  Meeting  and 
Film  Show,  “That  Others  May  Live,”  Central  Halls,  Glasgow. 
30th  June — Film  Show,  Cultural  Exhibition,  and  Report-Back  by 
Mr.  Nixon  on  his  return  from  Poland,  McLellan  Galleries,  Glasgow. 
31  st  August — Mr.  Dick  Douglas  and  Mr.  Nixon  on  their  visits  to 
Poland,  with  films.  Regal  Cinema,  Muirkirk. 

22nd  Sept. — Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Duncan  Scott,  Mrs.  Margaret  Rose, 
Mr.  Tom  Fraser  reported  on  Poland,  with  films,  Kenilworth 
Hotel,  Glasgow. 

6 th  October — Mr.  J.  H.  Motherwell  reported  on  Poland,  with  films, 
Clydebank  Lesser  Town  Hall. 

22nd  October — Mr.  Nixon  reported  on  Poland,  with  films,  Old  Age 
Pensioners’  Hall,  Kinning  Park,  Glasgow. 

26 th  October — Mr.  Nixon  and  Mrs.  Rose  on  Poland,  with  films, 
Assembly  Hall,  Aberdeen. 

26 th  October — Mr.  Douglas  on  Poland,  with  films,  Kilmarnock. 

2 6th  Nov. — Polish  Art  Exhibition,  with  films,  McLellan  Galleries, 
Glasgow. 

Hi1 — \th  Dec. — Polish  Mining  Exhibition,  Town  Hall,  Hamilton.  This 
important  Exhibition,  including  graphic  material,  literature, 
examples  of  costumes  from  the  Polish  mining  areas,  pieces  of  coal 
sculpture  and  other  amateur  art  work  by  Polish  miners,  and  other 
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items,  was  visited  both  by  individual  miners  and  by  parties  from 
pits  in  the  Lanarkshire  and  Ayrshire  coalfields.  Mr.  Nixon  or  the 
Secretary  was  present  throughout,  and  films  were  shown  at 
intervals.  A  reduced  version  of  the  Exhibition  was  later  shown  in 
the  mining  villages  of  Drongan  and  Crosshouse  in  Ayrshire. 

14 th  Dec. — Mrs.  Diana  Purcell  addressed  the  congregation  of  Glasgow 
Unitarian  Church,  with  films. 

15 th  Dec. — Mrs.  Purcell  spoke  to  a  meeting  at  High  School,  Clydebank. 

16 th  Dec. — Mrs.  Purcell  spoke  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  Co-op 
Board  of  Management,  with  films,  at  Muirkirk,  Ayrshire. 

11  th  Dec. — Mrs.  Purcell  addressed  Anniesland  Co-operative  Guild. 

18 th  Jan. — Film  show,  “That  Others  May  Live,”  Grand  Hall  of  the 
Central  Halls,  Glasgow. 

28 th  Feb. — Scottish  delegates’  reunion,  Kenilworth  Hotel,  Glasgow. 


WORK  IN  THE  PROVINCES 

TOURING  the  past  year,  a  number  of  public  meetings  have  been 
^  held  by  the  Society  in  the  provinces,  but  we  have  not  yet  achieved 
the  regular  activity,  based  on  the  local  membership,  for  which  we  are 
convinced  the  basis  exists  in  several  areas.  This  problem  remains  to 
be  solved,  and  continued  efforts  will  have  to  be  made  to  build  up  such 
activity  if  we  are  to  extend  to  the  rest  of  the  country  the  useful  work 
the  Society  is  doing  in  London  and  Scotland. 

On  Merseyside,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  three  local  members  who 
were  delegates  to  Poland  in  1951  and  1952 — two  dockers  and  a  G.P. — a 
start  has  been  made  on  the  right  lines,  in  that  one  public  report-back 
meeting,  one  special  invitation  meeting  for  workers  in  the  trade  union 
movement,  and  a  series  of  reports  to  dock  workers  have  been  organised. 

In  Leeds,  a  well-attended  report-back  meeting  and  film  show  was 
held  in  the  City  Museum  in  November.  Here  the  main  credit  must 
go  to  an  enthusiastic  Leeds  member,  Mr.  William  Sheridan,  who  put 
in  a  great  deal  of  preparatory  work  to  make  the  event  a  success.  A 
notable,  and  significant,  feature  of  this  meeting  was  that  in  spite  of 
organised  picketing  outside  the  hall  by  members  of  certain  emigre 
Polish  bodies  (who  distributed  leaflets  threatening  any  Poles  who 
attended  that  they  would  be  “disowned  by  their  fellow-countrymen”) 
a  substantial  number  of  Polish  people  did  attend,  listened  with  obvious 
interest,  and  applauded  the  films. 

In  Sheffield,  a  report-back  meeting  was  held  in  the  small  City  Hall 
in  September.  There  are  many  recent  delegates  to  Poland,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  Society,  in  the  Sheffield  area,  and  the  basis  un¬ 
questionably  exists  for  regular  local  activity.  The  main  problem  during 
1952  was  to  find  a  member  in  the  area  who  could  devote  time  to 
organising  this  activity;  there  were  many  who  were  willing  to  help, 
but  unable  to  shoulder  the  main  responsibility. 
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Mrs.  Diana  Purcell,  Nottingham  housewife  and  co-operator,  a 
member  of  our  Executive  and  herself  a  delegate  to  Poland  last  year, 
has  done  splendid  work  in  this  area,  and  has  already  begun  planning 
future  activities. 

We  cannot  leave  the  subject  of  the  provinces  without  mentioning 
Mr.  Charles  Christmas,  of  Birmingham,  a  member  of  the  Co-operative 
delegation,  who  in  addition  to  his  assiduous  reporting-back  has 
probably  made  more  intensive  use  of  Polish  16  mm.  films  than  any 
other  delegate  in  the  Society’s  history. 

TRADE  UNION  JOINT  SOCIALS 

TYURING  1951-52,  the  practice  began  of  holding  socials  at  the 
^  Warsaw  Club  organised  jointly  by  the  Society  and  various  trade 
union  bodies.  These  events  were  very  popular  with  the  trade  unionists 
who  attended  them,  and  during  1952-53  they  were  continued  and 
extended. 

The  programme  has  usually  included  a  short  Polish  film,  and  a 
few  words  from  a  recent  delegate  to  Poland — where  possible,  a  member 
of  the  union  concerned.  Joint  hosts  with  us,  up  to  the  time  of  writing, 
have  included : 

London  Federation  U.S.D.A.W. 

London  No.  1  District  P.T.U. 

E.N.V.  Shop  Stewards’  Committee 

South  London  District  A.E.U. 

Highgate  Trolleybus  Garage  Committee 

London  District  A.S.W. 

No.  7  S.  District  A.U.F.W. 

Others  have  been,  or  are  being,  arranged. 

CONCERTS 

AS  in  1951,  the  Society  marked  Poland’s  National  Liberation  Day 
1  *■  last  July  with  a  celebration  concert  at  the  Whitehall  Theatre — and 
the  general  opinion  is  that  this  gay  and  colourful  event  was  even 
more  successful  than  its  predecessor.  H.E.  the  Polish  Ambassador 
honoured  the  occasion,  and  our  President,  Lord  Silkin,  presided. 
Among  the  gifted  performers  who  helped  to  make  the  concert 
memorable  were  Alan  Loveday,  Leonard  Cassini,  Susan  Slivko,  Esther 
Salaman,  Paul  Hamburger  and  the  W.M.A.  Singers,  and  part  of  the 
programme,  entitled  “Poland’s  Path  to  Freedom,”  was  to  a  script  by 
Randall  Swingler,  Jack  Lindsay,  and  R.  Ainsztein.  This,  too,  was  the 
first  appearance  of  our  British-Polish  Folk  Dance  Group  which  has 
since  become  a  regular  feature  of  our  social  and  cultural  events. 

Among  the  many  messages  of  greeting  received  at  the  Concert  was 
one  from  the  British  trade  union  delegation  who  were  at  that  time 
touring  Poland — and  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  share  in  the 
celebration  of  National  Day  in  Warsaw. 
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The  other  public  concert  organised  by  the  Society  during  the  year 
was  the  event  at  the  Kingsway  Hall  in  May,  as  part  of  British-Polish 
Friendship  Fortnight.  Campoli,  Anna  Poliak,  and  the  W.M.A.  Singers 
performed  outstandingly.  We  would  have  liked  to  see  a  bigger  audience 
at  this  concert;  but  there  is  no  doubt  for  those  who  were  present, 
the  event  was  a  great  success. 


“NEW  POLAND” 

CINCE  this  time  last  year 
^  many  important  events  have 
taken  place  in  Poland,  events 
that  will  go  down  in  history  as  a 
record  of  the  success  of  this 
people’s  democracy.  And  one  of 
the  main  aims  of  the  Society’s 
journal  has  been  to  give  the  men 
and  women  of  Britain  a  true 
picture  of  these  happenings,  so 
that  they  can  judge  for  them¬ 
selves  what  type  of  country 
Poland  is  and  where  the  policy 
of  the  people  and  their  Govern¬ 
ment  is  leading. 

In  March,  1952,  New  Poland 
carried  the  full  text  of  the  Draft 
Constitution,  and  in  April  the 
Polish  Budget  came  under  re¬ 
view.  The  next  month  we  pub¬ 
lished  an  eight-page  special 
supplement  on  Poland’s  offer  of 
increased  trade  for  Britain  and 
the  Empire,  made  at  the  Inter¬ 
national  Economic  Conference  in  Moscow.  That  issue  was  particularly 
well  received  and  the  supplement  is  still  being  used  to  good  purpose. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  in  May,  while  the  team  of  the  British 
League  of  Racing  Cyclists  was  making  history  in  the  Warsaw-Berlin- 
Prague  Peace  Cycle  Race,  New  Poland  became  a  focal  point  for  informa¬ 
tion  and  was  able  to  assist  the  national  press  in  a  number  of  ways.  With 
the  B.L.R.C.  organisers,  our  staff  was  down  at  Kensington  Air  Station 
at  midnight  to  meet  in  the  team  on  their  victorious  return  home. 

€5 

National  Liberation  Day  celebrations — the  adoption  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  the  handing  over  to  the  people  of  the  Marszalkowska  Housing 
Estate  and  its  great  Square,  and  the  gathering  in  Warsaw  of  250,000 
young  people — all  were  recorded  in  the  journal,  both  by  New  Poland 
correspondents  in  Warsaw  and  by  British  delegates  visiting  the  country 
at  that  time. 
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In  October  we  carried  the  text  of  the  new  Electoral  Law  in  Poland  and 
the  following  month  we  published  a  four-page  feature  on  Poland’s 
Regained  Territories.  This  feature  was  subsequently  reprinted  as  a 
penny  folder. 

Full  reports  on  the  Polish  people’s  General  Election  and  on  the 
constitution  of  the  new  Parliament  brought  us  to  the  end  of  1952,  and  in 
January  New  Poland  began  the  new  year  with  an  extra  eight  pages — a 
50  per  cent  increase  in  size. 

However,  despite  our  efforts  to  make  the  journal  both  informative  and 
attractive,  sales  are  still  not  satisfactory.  A  fine  example  of  how 
New  Poland  can  be  sold  when  the  correct  approach  is  made,  has  been 
the  outstanding  success  of  our  competitors  in  the  journal’s  Sales  Contest. 

Seventeen  competitors  qualified  to  enter  by  last  October,  and  of  these, 
eleven  were  still  competing  in  the  final  contest  month  of  January. 
Altogether  over  1,700  copies  of  the  journal  were  sold  and  87  new 
subscribers  won  during  the  competition. 

Obviously  one  of  the  main  aims  of  the  Society  in  the  coming  months 
must  be  to  win  a  far  wider  readership  for  New  Poland.  There,  in  black 
and  white,  is  the  month-by-month  report  on  activities  in  the  Polish 
People’s  Republic,  and  there,  in  New  Poland ,  is  the  answer  to  the 
hundred-and-one  questions  that  arise  in  connection  with  Poland’s  home 
and  foreign  policy. 

Every  member  of  the  Society  should  not  only  subscribe  to  the  journal 
but  should  consider  seriously  in  what  way  he  or  she  can  help  to  bring 
it  to  more  and  more  people. 

The  test  of  sincerity  for  British-Polish  friendship  is  active  support  for 
the  work  of  the  Society — and  nothing  could  help  more  than  a  steady 
increase  in  the  sale  of  New  Poland.  In  building  the  sales  of  the  journal 
we  are  making  for  a  wider  understanding  of  Poland  and  therefore 
developing  a  broader  basis  on  which  to  build  up  the  membership 
of  the  Society. 

TRADE  UNION  [ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

/~\UR  Trade  Union  Advisory  Committee  has  continued  to  give 
invaluable  help  during  the  past  year.  In  their  monthly  discussions 
of  the  Society’s  plans  and  activities,  this  body  of  experienced  trade 
unionists  from  various  sections  of  the  movement  have  been  able  greatly 
to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  our  work,  on  the  one  hand  by  helping  us 
to  avoid  mistakes  and  wasted  effort,  and  on  the  other  by  suggesting  new 
lines  of  activity  which  might  otherwise  have  been  passed  over. 

In  order  to  strengthen  the  co-operation  between  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  T.U.A.C.,  the  practice  has  been  followed  of  holding 
joint  E.C./T.U.A.C.  meetings  every  three  or  four  months.  In  addition, 
our  Chairman  has  invited  T.U.A.C.  members  to  attend  E.C.  meetings 
as  guests  when  they  are  able  to  do  so.  As  a  result,  there  is  a  closer 
understanding  between  the  two  Committees  from  which  both  have 
benefited. 
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THE  WARSAW  CLUB 


A  HANDSOME  Club,  centrally  placed,  with  its  own  restaurant, 
members’  bar,  lounge,  television,  table  tennis  and  other  facilities,  is 
an  advantage  of  which  any  organisation  might  be  proud.  We  try  to  make 
the  most  use  of  it.  In  addition  to  the  lectures,  film  shows  and  trade  union 
joint  socials  already  mentioned,  our  Wednesday  evening  Club  Nights 
have  become  a  very  popular  feature  with  a  regular  attendance  of  between 
50  and  70  people.  It  is  through  these  social  occasions  that  many  people 
have  first  come  to  know  of  the  work  of  our  Society,  have  become 
members,  and  have  then  become  interested  in  the  Society’s  more 
serious  activities.  An  experiment  which  has  been  tried  in  recent  months 
is  that  of  introducing  a  short  talk  on  the  latest  developments  in  Poland 
during  the  course  of  each  Club  Night — as  far  as  possible  with  a  different 
speaker  every  Wednesday.  Members  have  expressed  their  appreciation 
of  these  talks. 

Two  of  the  year’s  events  at  the  Warsaw  Club  deserve  special  mention. 
In  December  we  held  a  Delegates’  Reunion  at  which  delegates  who 
had  visited  Poland  in  the  last  year  or  two  gathered,  not  only  from 
London,  but  from  farther  afield  as  well.  This  was,  above  all,  a  trade 
union  evening,  and  among  the  guests  were  trade  unionists  of  every 
level,  from  National  Executives  to  shop  stewards’  committees — 
especially  of  course  from  the  delegates’  own  unions.  Our  President  and 
Chairman  both  addressed  the  guests.  Great  interest  was  shown  in  the 
1952  trade  union  delegation’s  printed  report,  Polish  Journey . 

Another  event  which  we  remember  with  particular  pleasure  was  our 
send-off  party  in  April  for  the  British  League  of  Racing  Cyclists’  team 
which  took  part  in  the  Warsaw-Berlin-Prague  Peace  Cycle  Race.  We 
were  proud  to  meet  these  fine  lads — but  we  were  prouder  still  a  couple 
of  weeks  later  when  the  news  came  through  that  they  had  won  both  the 
team  and  (in  the  person  of  Ian  Steel)  the  individual  titles.  Their 
participation  in  this  memorable  race  was  a  contribution  to  world  peace 
and  international  understanding,  and  their  victory  a  great  achievement 
for  the  youth  of  Britain  which  our  Polish  friends  were  the  first  to 
applaud. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  newly-formed  British-Polish 
Folk  Dance  Group.  This  band  of  enthusiasts  is  making  steady  progress; 
it  rehearses  in  the  Warsaw  Club  every  Tuesday  from  6.30  to  8.30  p.m. 
The  Group  would  welcome  more  members. 

THE  CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  DANCES 

i^UR  Christmas  Dance  was  held  on  20th  December,  and  our  New 
^  Year  Dance  on  31st  December.  On  both  occasions  the  Club  was 
filled  to  overflowing  and  we  had,  regretfully,  to  turn  people  away.  The 
events  were  greatly  enhanced  by  our  own  and  other  Folk  Dance  Groups, 
by  the  London  Youth  Choir  singing  carols  and  other  suitable  songs,  and 
by  Elwyn  Ambrose  who  spent  both  evenings  in  the  lounge  with  his 
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guitar  indefatigably  singing  British  and  foreign  folk  songs  to  enthralled 
sitters-out. 

It  should  be  said  that  the  success  of  these  events  was  very  largely  due 
to  the  devoted  work  of  our  Socials  and  Programmes  Committee,  and 
other  regular  helpers — as  indeed  is  the  success  of  so  much  of  our 
Warsaw  Club  activity.  Mr.  Percy  Stubbings,  Mrs.  Wyn  Stubbings,  and 
several  other  enthusiastic  members  are  regularly  at  the  Club,  quietly 
and  efficiently  doing  all  those  jobs  which  bring  little  limelight  but  in 
fact  are  responsible  for  the  popularity  and  smooth  running  of  our  social, 
cultural  and  educational  events.  The  Society  owes  them  a  great  deal. 


PUBLICATIONS 


PART  from  New  Poland ,  Polish  Journey ,  and  The  Polish  Co- 


operative  Movement ,  which  have  already  been  referred  to,  two  other 
publications  were  issued  by  the  Society  during  the  year. 

Poland's  Regained  Territories ,  a  supplement  from  our  journal  re¬ 
printed  as  a  four-page  penny  folder,  we  regard  as  a  very  important 
document;  its  importance  has  in  fact  increased  since  it  was  published, 
because  with  President  Eisenhower’s  declaration  that  he  intends  to 
repudiate  such  Allied  agreements  as  Yalta,  in  which  the  present  Polish- 
German  frontier  was  established,  it  has  become  all  the  more  urgent  to 
make  known  the  true  facts  about  this  frontier  and  Regained  Territories. 

Three  Songs  from  Poland ,  including  the  Warsaw  and  Wilno  Ghetto 
Songs  and  “A  Bridge  to  the  Right,”  was  published  for  the  Society  by  the 
Workers’  Music  Association  on  the  occasion  of  the  Warsaw  Ghetto 
Uprising  Commemoration  Meeting. 


MEMBERSHIP 


'T'HE  size  of  our  membership  has  been  growing  steadily  during  the 
1  year,  but  we  have  been  conscious  for  some  time  that  among  our 
audiences  and  friends  there  were  many  people  who  would  have  liked  to 
become  members  but  who  were  not  able  to  produce  five  shillings  or 
half  a  guinea  on  the  spot.  The  advantage  of  the  old  system  was  that 
every  member  received  New  Poland ;  the  disadvantage  was  that  we  were 
losing  contact  with  potential  members.  The  problem  was  therefore  put 
to  the  members  at  a  Special  General  Meeting  on  8th  December,  with 
the  Executive’s  proposal  that  a  2/6  annual  membership  fee  be  intro¬ 
duced.  Subscription  to  New  Poland  should  be  additional  to  this,  the 
Executive  suggested,  at  the  special  rate  of  5/-  a  year  or  2/6  a  half-year 
(compared  with  7/-  or  3/6  for  non-members).  After  thorough  discussion, 
the  S.G.M.  accepted  the  proposed  new  basis,  and  it  came  into  force  on 
1st  January,  1953. 

It  is  too  early  yet  to  say  how  successful  this  will  be;  it  is  already  clear, 
however,  that  while  the  rate  of  recruiting  new  members  has  begun  to 
increase,  much  thought  and  effort  will  have  to  be  applied  to  ensuring 
that  as  many  of  these  new  members  as  possible  become  readers  of  New 
Poland.  The  new  basis  gives  us  the  opportunity  of  keeping  permanently 
in  touch  with  a  larger  number  of  interested  people;  it  is  up  to  us  to  take 
advantage  of  that  opportunity. 
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PLANS  FOR  1953 


A  FTER  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  it  will  of  course  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  new  Executive  Committee  to  carry  forward  the 
work  of  our  Society  and  to  decide  how  our  existing  gains  can  be 
consolidated  and  extended  and  our  existing  weaknesses  corrected.  But  I 
am  sure  there  will  be  full  agreement  on  the  general  tasks  facing  us  in 
the  present  situation. 

Greater  emphasis  will  have  to  be  laid,  in  all  our  work,  on  the  two  key 
questions  of  British-Polish  trade  and  the  Polish-German  frontier, 
because  these  vitally  affect  the  prosperity  of  our  people  and  the  peace  of 
the  world.  If  we  achieved  nothing  else,  we  would  have  justified  our 
existence  as  a  Society  provided  we  succeeded  in  bringing  the  truth 
about  these  two  questions  before  the  British  people. 

While  continuing  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  our  fine  Club  premises, 
we  must  continue  to  drive  to  extend  our  activities  into  outer  London 
and  to  establish  regular  activities  in  the  main  provincial  centres.  A  good 
start  has  been  made  with  the  Outer  London  events,  and  we  shall  have 
to  see  that  this  is  increased  and  that  follow-up  activity,  while  not  over¬ 
reaching  itself,  shall  be  steady  and,  above  all,  based  on  the  local  member¬ 
ship.  The  same  is  true  of  provincial  activities — about  which  it  must  be 
admitted  we  have  not  made  the  progress  we  should  have  done.  Here, 
too,  the  key  is  the  drawing  into  activity  of  the  local  members  themselves. 

One  task  around  which  I  believe  local  work,  both  in  London  and  in 
the  provinces,  can  develop  is  one  already  mentioned — that  of  increasing 
the  sales  of  New  Poland.  There  is  great  scope  for  interested  individuals 
or,  better  still,  local  groups  sharing  out  the  work,  to  take  on  the  task  of 
visiting  non-members  or  members  who  are  not  subscribers  with  the 
journal  and  selling  it  to  them  month  by  month,  if  they  cannot  manage 
to  take  out  a  subscription.  This  is  an  excellent  method  of  extending 
our  work  and  influence. 

Assuming  that  our  efforts  to  acquire  our  own  16  mm.  projector  are 
successful,  we  must  make  ever-increasing  use  of  films  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  possible  ways  of  making  people  aware,  not  merely  in 
theory  but  almost  as  a  personal  experience,  of  what  is  happening  in 
Poland  to-day. 

The  general  pattern  of  our  Warsaw  Club  activities  should,  I  believe, 
continue.  In  particular,  we  should  do  our  best  to  extend  our  joint 
events  with  trade  union  organisations  and  shop  stewards’  committees; 
to  make  the  short  talks  on  Poland  at  the  Wednesday  Club  Nights  as 
varied  and  interesting  as  possible;  to  introduce  greater  variety,  also, 
in  our  Friday  night  events. 

We  should  strive  in  every  possible  way  to  strengthen  our  ties  with 
the  trade  unions  and  co-operative  movement  and  to  make  the  facts 
about  Poland  and  her  people  known  to  the  organised  labour  movement 
of  Britain.  In  this  campaign  our  greatest  assets  are  our  Trade  Union 
Advisory  Committee;  the  large  number  of  speakers,  with  up-to-date 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  on  whom  we  can  call;  the  fine  selection  of 
Polish  films  available;  the  two  delegation  reports,  Polish  Journey 
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and  The  Polish  Co-operative  Movement ;  our  monthly  journal  New 
Poland,  which  we  believe  will  bear  comparison  with  any  other 
publication  of  its  kind;  and  above  all,  the  help  and  enthusiasm  of 
our  own  members  within  the  organised  movement. 


ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

/"yUR  Annual  General  Meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  26th  March. 
^  I  hope  that  every  member  who  can  possibly  be  present  will  come, 
to  help  to  review  the  past  year’s  work  and  lay  the  foundations  for 
successful  effort  in  the  year  to  come. 

Since,  for  domestic  reasons,  I  have  had  regretfully  to  decide  not 
to  stand  for  re-election  as  Secretary  (though  I  hope  to  continue  to 
be  associated  with  the  work  of  the  Society  for  a  long  time  to  come) 
I  would  like  to  add  my  personal  thanks  for  the  loyal  help  and  support 
which  the  Executive,  the  Trade  Union  Advisory  Committee,  and  the 
staff  of  the  Society  and  New  Poland  have  given  me.  Our  Society’s 
work  is,  and  must  always  be,  a  co-operative  effort — and  this  in  itself 
is  a  reflection  of  the  fact  that  the  things  for  which  we  stand  are  the 
concern,  not  of  a  few  individuals,  but  of  the  whole  of  the  people 
of  Britain. 

STEWART  FARRAR 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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BRITISH-POLISH  FRIENDSHIP  SOCIETY 

BALANCE  SHEET  as  at  31st  DECEMBER,  1952 
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I  have  audited  the  Balance  Sheet  above  set  forth,  dated  31st  December,  1952,  and  have  obtained  all  the  information 
I  have  required.  In  my  opinion,  such  Balance  Sheet  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the 
affairs  of  the  British-Polish  Friendship  Society. 

84,  Newman  Street,  London,  W.l.  (Signed)  A.  E.  MORTON, 

Dated  this  22nd  day  of  January,  1953.  Accountant  and  Auditor. 


